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iards] in an expedition against Bowles/* * Marshall did not think "that the Spaniards require any military aid; nor/5 continues he, "do I suppose they would be willing to receive it. ... American troops in either of the Floridas wou*d excite very much their jealousy, especially when no specific requisition for them has been made, and when their own force is entirely competent to the object/' 2
Liston, the British Minister, assured Marshall that the British Government had no connection with Bowles.3 But, irritated by gossip and news* paper stories, he offensively demanded that Marshall "meet these insidious calumnies by a flat and formal contradiction/* 4 Without waiting for the President's approval, Marshall quickly retorted:5 the "suspicions .. . were not entirely unsupported by appearances/* Newspaper "charges and surmises ... are always causes of infinite regret*' to the Government "and wou*d be prevented if the means of prevention existed/* But, said Marshall, the British Government itself was not blameless in that respect; "without going far back you may find examples in your own of the impunity with which a foreign friendly nation [America] may be grossly li-beFd/* As to the people's hostility to Great Britain, he tartly reminded the British Minister that "in examining the practice of your officers employ*d in the business of impressment, and of your courts of Vice Admiralty, you will perceive at least some
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